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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT 



Applicant : Sondre Skatter, et al. 

App. No. : 09/954,724 

Filed : September 12, 2001 

For : METHOD AND APPARATUS 

FOR A DISTRIBUTABLE 
GLOBE GRAPHICAL OBJECT 

Examiner ; Karen C. Tang 



Group Art Unit: 2151 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and ail marked 
attachments are being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first-class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 



July 27. 2005 




Ted M. Cannon, Reg. No. 55,036 



PETITION FOR WITHDRAWAL AS ATTORNEY 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

ATTENTION: Director Group 2151 



Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 2.19(b), the Petitioner requests permission to withdraw as 
attorney for applicant, Sondre Skatter, et al., in all matters pending before the Patent and 
Trademark Office. The Petitioner is authorized by, and makes this request on behalf of the law 
firm of Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP (Customer No. 20, 995), including all of its 

individual members. 

The last known mailing address of the Assignee of the entire interest is: 

Convoii, Inc. 
1900 South Norfolk Street, Suite 135 
San Mateo, CA 94403 



Appl.No : 09,954,724 

Filed : September 12, 2001 

The basis for the request for withdrawal is 37 C.F.R. § 10.40(c)(l)(vi). The following 

facts are submitted for consideration; 

1. That Applicant has failed to pay one or more bills, the outstanding account 
balance has been more than $40,000 since November 23, 2004, and currently 
stands at $52,153.75. 

2. That Applicant was given notice on May 23, 2005 that the Petitioner would 
withdraw if Applicant did not pay the current balance. 

3. That Applicant is unwilling to pay the full amount of the current balance. 

The application was filed on September 12, 2001 and its current status is Pending. There 
is an outstanding term for response which is set to expire on July 28, 2005. The above term is 
extendable under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) until December 28, 2005 and the fees for such extension 
are not being submitted herewith. 

The Petitioner has taken reasonable steps to avoid foreseeable prejudice to the rights of 
the client. Such that the Applicant's rights are preserved, and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 10.40(a), the Petitioner has delivered into the possession of the Applicant the following 
information: 

(1) due notice that the attorney is withdrawing; 

(2) a copy of this petition, including attachments; 

(3) the time necessary for response; 

(4) the address of the Patent and Trademark Office where the Applicant needs to 
write; 

(5) if extensions and extension fees are required, then this information has also been 
indicated; and 

(5) all papers and property to which the client is entitled. 

A copy of the letter to the client is attached. 

In accordance with 1058 O.G. 32, this petition is enclosed in triplicate to expedite its 
handling. 

The Petitioner, on behalf of the law firm of Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP, 
(Customer No. 20,995), including all of its individual members, respectfully requests permission 
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to withdraw as attorney in the above-referenced case now pending before the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. 



Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: 




Authorized and Signing on behalf 
of all attorneys of record 



Ted M. Cannon 
Registration No. 55,036 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20, 995 
(949) 760-0404 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant : Sondre Skatter, et al. 

App. No. : 09/954,724 

Filed : September 12, 2001 

For : METHOD AND APPARATUS 

FOR A DISTRIBUTABLE 
GLOBE GRAPHICAL OBJECT 

Examiner ; Karen C. Tang 



Group Art Unit: 2151 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and all marked 
attachments are being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first-class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 



July 27. 2005 




Ted M. Cannon, Reg. No. 55,036 



PETITION FOR WITHDRAWAL AS ATTORNEY 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

ATTENTION: Director Group 2151 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 2.19(b), the Petitioner requests permission to withdraw 'as 
attorney for applicant, Sondre Skatter, et al., in all matters pending before the Patent and 
Trademark Office. The Petitioner is authorized by, and makes this request on behalf of the law 
firm of Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP (Customer No. 20, 995), including all of its 
individual members. 

The last known mailing address of the Assignee of the entire interest is: 

Convoii, Inc. 
1900 South Norfolk Street, Suite 135 
San Mateo, CA 94403 



Appl. No : 09,954,724 

Filed : September 12, 2001 

The basis for the request for withdrawal is 37 C.F.R. § 10.40(c)(l)(vi). The following 

facts are submitted for consideration: 

1. That Applicant has failed to pay one or more bills, the outstanding account 
balance has been more than $40,000 since November 23, 2004, and currently 
stands at $52,153.75. 

2. That Applicant was given notice on May 23, 2005 that the Petitioner would 
withdraw if Applicant did not pay the current balance. 

3. That Applicant is unwilling to pay the full amount of the current balance. 

The application was filed on September 12, 2001 and its current status is Pending. There 
is an outstanding term for response which is set to expire on July 28, 2005. The above term is 
extendable under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) until December 28, 2005 and the fees for such extension 
are not being submitted herewith. 

The Petitioner has taken reasonable steps to avoid foreseeable prejudice to the rights of 
the client. Such that the Applicant's rights are preserved, and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 10.40(a), the Petitioner has delivered into the possession of the Applicant the following 
information: 

(1) due notice that the attorney is withdrawing; 

(2) a copy of this petition, including attachments; 

(3) the time necessary for response; 

(4) the address of the Patent and Trademark Office where the Applicant needs to 
write; 

(5) if extensions and extension fees are required, then this information has also been 
indicated; and 

(5) all papers and property to which the client is entitled. 

\ 

A copy of the letter to the client is attached. 

In accordance with 1058 O.G. 32, this petition is enclosed in triplicate to expedite its 
handling. 

The Petitioner, on behalf of the law firm of Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP, 
(Customer No, 20,995), including all of its individual members, respectfully requests permission 
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to withdraw as attorney in the above-referenced case now pending before the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. 



Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: 




Authorized and Signing on behalf 
of all attorneys of record 



Ted M. Cannon 
Registration No. 55,036 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20, 995 
(949) 760-0404 
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Fourteenth Floor 
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Tel 949-7604404 
Fax 949-760-9502 
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Intellectual Property Law 





Louis J. Knobbe 

949-721-2828 

lknobbe@kmob.com 



May 23, 2005 



Curt Somoza 

Convoii, Inc. 

3970 Brunston Court 

Thousand Oaks, CA 91362 

Ken Buchanan 
Convoii, Inc. 
13112 Wickshire Lane 
Tustin, CA 92782-8718 



Notice of Potential Withdrawal from Intellectual Property Representation 

Our Reference: CJB.000GEN 



Dear Curt and Ken: 

As you know, Convoii, Inc. and its related companies have amassed a substantial balance 
with our firm that has remained outstanding for many months. Currently, this outstanding 
balance exceeds $50,000. Because Convoii has several patent applications pending before the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office, this balance will only continue to grow unless paid 
down. As you can appreciate, this places our firm in the untenable position of bearing the burden 
of prosecuting the patent applications without the corresponding benefit of compensation. 

As I informed you several weeks ago, our firm cannot long remain in this untenable 
position. We continue to hope, as we have for several months, that Convoii can pay down its 
balance. Nevertheless, our accounts receivable department has decided that absent prompt 
payment, by May 30, 2005, we must begin to withdraw from representation on May 31, 2005 and 
must file security hens against the applications on which we have worked. 

To avoid our withdrawal beginning on May 31, 2005, we request that you make payments 
by May 30, 2005, as follows. For any matter in which a response to the USPTO is pending, we 
request an advance retainer, in an amount set forth below for each matter, by May 30, 2005. To 
avoid our general withdrawal from all matters in which no response to the USPTO is pending, 
we request a substantial payment (at least $30,000) toward the outstanding balance by May 30, 



2005. 



San Diego 
619-235-8550 



San Francisco 
415-954-4114 



Los Angeles 
310-551-3450 



Riverside 
951-781-9231 



San Luis Obispo 
805-547-5580 



Curt Somoza and Ken Buchanan 
May 23, 2005 
Page -2- 

As indicated, if we do not receive such payments by May 30, 2005, we will begin the 
process of withdrawing from representation on May 31, 2005. Our withdrawal will be complete 
tor each matter upon receiving, from the USPTO, leave to withdraw. 

Required Retainers for Matters in Which Responses Are Pending 

We have listed below the applications for which a response to the USPTO is pending and 
retainers required for us to prepare an appropriate response. 

As you are aware, if you choose to not respond to the USPTO in any application the 
application will go abandoned and you will lose potential patent rights. Furthermore it is our 
understanding that one or more of these applications are the subject of contractual provisions that 
may impose substantial liability if you abandon the applications or do not prosecute them 
Accordingly, please note below the abandonment date for each application. 

Relationship Managed Channels and Distr i buted Secure Repository Patent Applications 

To reduce up-front costs, we recommend consolidating the subject matter of these two 
applications into a single application. This would involve bodily incorporating the subject matter 
of the Distributed Secure Repository application into the Relationship Managed Channels 
application and allowing the Distributed Secure Repository application to go abandoned This 
approach would reduce up-front costs such as filing fees and late fees and would still allow you 
to pursue claims for the subject matter of both applications. This approach would likely delay 
prosecution of the claims of the Distributed Secure Repository application. 

Unless instructed otherwise, we will proceed per our recommendation to consolidate 
these cases in order to reduce up-front costs. 

Our References: CJB.002A and CJB.003A 
Response Description: Inventors' Declarations 

Petition to proceed without every inventor's signature 
Response Due Date: June 10, 2005; June 15, 2005 
Required Retainer (consolidated cases): $4,000 
Required Retainer (non-consolidated): $7,000 
Abandonment Date: June 1 1, 2005; June 16, 2005 

Portable Information Ape nts Architecture Patent Ap plication 

Our Reference: ENVOU.013A 

Response Description: Reply to First Office Action 

Response Due Date: June 6, 2005 (extendable to July 6, 2005). 

Required Retainer: $3,000 

Abandonment Date: July 7, 2005 



Curt Somoza and Ken Buchanan 
May 23, 2005 
Page -3- 

Method and Apparatus for a Distributable Glob e Graphical Oh^t Patent Ap plied™ 

Our Reference: ENVOH.016A 

Response Description: Reply to First Office Action 

Response Due Date: June 28, 2005 (extendable to September 28 2005) 

Required Retainer: $4,000 

Abandoment Date: September 29, 2005 

Method and Apparatus for a Portable Infor m ation Agent Patent Application 

Our Reference: ENVOU.015A 

Response Description: Reply to Second Office Action 
Response Due Date: July 6, 2005 (extendable to October 6, 2005) 
Required Retainer: $4,000 
Abandonment Date: October 7, 2005 

Method and System for Business Ap plicati o n of a Po rtable Information Agent Patent Apr.li~.ti™ 

Our Reference: ENVOH01 4A 

Response Description: Reply to Second Office Action 
Response Due Date: August 15, 2005 (extendable to November 14 2005) 
Required Retainer: $3,000 ' 
Abandonment Date: November 15, 2005 

Beta Release Provisional Patent Ap plication 
Our Reference: CJB.006PR 

Response Description: File any non-provisional applications that will claim priority to 
this provisional application. * 
Response Due Date: September 30, 2005 
Required Retainer: At least $10,000 to $20,000 per invention 
Abandonment Date: October 1, 2005 

Follow Up 

Convoii's technology and intellectual property issues continue to intrigue us and we hope 
to avoid withdrawing from representation. Nevertheless, our firm cannot continue to bear the 
burden of prosecuting several patent applications without receiving a substantial payment toward 
me outstanding balance and upcoming responses to the USPTO. 



Curt Somoza and Ken Buchanan 
May 23, 2005 
Page -4- 

After giving you a chance to receive and review this letter, we will call you to discuss 
these matters. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have. 




cc: Charles Jordan 
Lee Henderson 
William Shreve 
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2040 Main Street 
Fourteenth Floor 
Irvine, CA 92614 
Tel 949-760-0404 
Fax 949-760-9502 
www.kmob.com 

Louis J, Knobbe 

949-721-2828 

lknobbe@kmob.com 



Curt Somoza 
Convoii, Inc. 

1900 S. Norfolk Street, Suite 135 
San Mateo, CA 94403 



Ken Buchanan 
Convoii, Inc. 
7 Castillo 

Irvine, CA 92620-1828 

Re: Notice of Withdrawal from Intellectual Property Representation 

Our Reference: CJB.000GEN 

Dear Curt and Ken: 

We regret to inform you that we have decided to withdraw from our representation of 
Convoii and its related companies beginning on July 27, 2005. We have made this decision 
because Convoii and its related companies have not paid down their substantial balance of over 
$50,000. 



As you know, we have delayed our withdrawal from representation for many months. 
We have hoped that the situation would improve and that Convoii would be able to pay off its 
substantial balance. However, we have decided that we must finally withdraw to remove the 
burden of remaining as attorneys of record on Convoii's substantial number of active patent 
applications. If Convoii does become able to pay the balance, we would be happy to discuss 
resumption of representation. 

As we are preparing to withdraw from our representation of Convoii, we have listed 
below important information concerning the status of Convoii's pending patent applications. 
Please review the below information carefully, as much of it is important for preserving 
your rights in the patent applications. 
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Curt Somoza and Ken Buchanan 
July 15,2005 
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Application Status and Other Important Information 

1. Withdrawal Procedure 

We can withdraw from representation either with your voluntary approval or by petition 
to the USPTO. It is our practice to request that you approve our withdrawal because this allows 
the USPTO to update its records more quickly so that we are not attorneys of record and the 
USPTO will send future actions to you (or substitute counsel) rather than to us. Note, however, 
that whether you approve our withdrawal is entirely up to you. If you decide to approve our 
withdrawal, please have an authorized officer of Convoii (or Concentric Technologies) sign, 
date, and return to us the enclosed "Revocation of Power of Attorney" documents. 

Alternatively, we have prepared petitions to the USPTO to withdraw as attorneys of 
record from all pending Convoii patent applications. We have enclosed blank copies of such 
petitions for your reference. We plan to file these petitions on July 27, 2005 if you have not 
authorized our withdrawal before then. 

2. Transfer of Files 

We will send the papers and other property to which you are entitled to Convoii, or, if 
you obtain substitute counsel, to another law firm that you designate. We plan to send the files to 
the following address: 

Convoii, Inc. 

1 900 S. Norfolk Street, Suite 1 35 
San Mateo, CA 94403 

Note that we also plan to designate the above address as the USPTO's correspondence 
address for mailing future actions. Accordingly, please let us know if this address has changed or 
if, for any reason, you want us to send the files to or designate a different address. 

3. Upcoming Response Due Dates 

We have listed below the applications for which a response to the USPTO is pending. 

As you are aware, if you choose to not respond to the USPTO in any application, the 
application will go abandoned and you will lose potential patent rights. Furthermore, it is our 
understanding that one or more of these applications are the subject of contractual provisions that 
may impose substantial liability if you abandon the applications or do not prosecute them. 
Accordingly, please note below the abandonment date for each application. Please also note that 
these applications may be subject to extension fees, as noted below, which you will have to pay 
with any response filed with the USPTO. 
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Method and Apparatus for a Distributable Globe Graphical Object Patent Application 

Our Reference: ENVOH016A 
Response Description: Reply to First Office Action 
Response Due Date: July 28, 2005 (extendable to September 28, 2005) 
Extension Fees Due: $120 if filed by July 28, 2005; $450 if filed by August 29, 2005; 
$1,020 if filed by September 28, 2005. 

Abandonment Date: September 29, 2005 

Method and Apparatus for a Portable Information Agent Patent Application 

Our Reference: ENVOH015A 
Response Description: Reply to Second Office Action 
Response Due Date: August 8, 2005 (extendable to October 6, 2005) 
Extension Fees Due: $120 if filed by August 8, 2005; $450 if filed by September 6, 2005; 
$1,020 if filed by October 6, 2005. 

Abandonment Date: October 7, 2005 

Method and System for Business Application of a Portable Information Agent Patent Application 

Our Reference: ENVOH.014A 
Response Description: Reply to Second Office Action 
Response Due Date: August 15, 2005 (extendable to November 14, 2005) 
Extension Fees Due: $0 if filed by August 15, 2005; $120 if filed by September 15, 2005; 
$450 if filed by October 17, 2005; $1,020 if filed by November 15, 2005. 
Abandonment Date: November 15, 2005 

Beta Release Provisional Patent Application 

Our Reference: CJB.006PR 

Response Description: File any non-provisional or foreign applications that will claim 
priority to this provisional application. 

Response Due Date: September 30, 2005 
Abandonment Date: October 1, 2005 

4. Foreign Patent Protection 

The deadline for filing foreign patent applications that claim priority to the Distributed 
Secure Repository, Relationship Managed Channels, or Policy Managed Objects patent 
applications is September 14, 2005 . If you do not file a foreign application for any of these 
applications, you will lose many of your foreign patent rights on September 15, 2005. 
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For any subject matter unique to the Beta Release Provisional application, you have until 
September 30, 2005 to file foreign patent applications. You will lose many of your foreign 
rights with respect to this application on October 1, 2005. Please note that this later due date 
does not apply to any subject matter in the Beta Release Provisional application that is also in 
one of the earlier-filed applications . Such subject matter must be filed by September 14, 2005 . 

The least expensive way to preserve your foreign patent rights is to file a "PCT" 
application. The Patent Cooperation Treaty allows you to file a copy of your application as a 
single PCT application that preserves your rights to file an application in any PCT jurisdiction 
(such as Japan, Europe, Canada, etc.) for another 18 months from the foreign filing due date. At 
the end of the 18 months, you would have to file separate applications in each jurisdiction for 
which you desire patent protection. It would cost about $4,000 to $5,000 to file each PCT 
application, or a total of between $ 1 6,000 and $20,000. 

For your information, I have enclosed a more detailed description regarding foreign 
patent protection and the PCT. 

5. Substitute Counsel 

We strongly recommend that you retain a registered patent attorney to prosecute the 
applications. Nevertheless, you are entitled to prosecute the applications before the USPTO on 
your own behalf. Note that responses to "non-final" Office Actions must be mailed to the 
following address: 

Mail Stop Amendments 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Responses to "Final" Office Actions must be mailed to the following address: 

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Each Office Action typically includes a cover sheet with check boxes that indicate 
whether an Office Action is Final or non-final. Note that the pending Office Actions for the 
ENVOIL014A and ENVOH.015A cases are Final The pending Office Action for the 
ENVOH.01 6 A case is non-final. 



ItooblwMMe 



Curt Somoza and Ken Buchanan 
July 15, 2005 
Page -5- 



Follow Up 



Please inform us immediately if the address set forth above in the "Transfer of Files" 
paragraph is incorrect or you want us to use a different address. If you decide to voluntarily 
approve our withdrawal, please have an officer of Conyoii or Concentric (as appropriate) sign, 
date, and return the enclosed "Revocation of Power of Attorney" documents. (We can send you 
copies with a different correspondence address if necessary.) 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions that you may have regarding this 

matter. 




cc: 



Charles Jordan 
William Shreve 
Lee Henderson 
Ted Cannon 



1816137 
071405 



